
 

 

A U.S. Guided-Missile Destroyer on its way to the Mediterranean 

 

Front-page article by Philippe Regnier in Le Soir of February 10, 2014 

 

The USS Donald Cook, a powerful guided-missile destroyer of the U.S. Navy, is sailing at full 

speed to the Bay of Cadix in the South of Spain. On board are the first naval elements of the 

anti-missile shield which the United States is setting up under a NATO umbrella. 

 

According to the promoters of the ‘shield,’ its objective is to protect the territory and the 

population of the European continent from possible hostile ballistic missiles coming from the 

Middle and Far East and which the missiles launched from the USS Cook are supposed to be 

capable of intercepting and destroying before they can hit their target. 

 

But the destroyer’s mission will not be limited to anti-missile defense. The ship  may contribute 

to the free circulation of commercial vessels in the Mediterranean, participate in anti-piracy 

mission off Africa, or be used for bilateral or multinational military exercises. It might even 

contribute to securing the neutralization of the Syrian regime’s chemical arsenal in international 

waters, which will soon take place on a U.S. Navy ship.  

 

The United States is going to permanently anchor the Donald Cook in Rota, Spain, as well as 

another three destroyers of the same type by the end of 2015. 
 


